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JSUSHANTO GOUDA1, JANMEJAY SETHY2 AND NPS CHAUHAN1* 

First photo capture of Asiatic 
golden cat in Dampa Tiger 
Reserve, Mizoram, India
The Asiatic golden cat Catopuma temminckii also known as the Temminck's cat is 
a medium-size elusive wild cat distributed throughout South Asia. It is classified as 
Near Threatened by IUCN and as Scheduled I species by Indian Wildlife Protection 
Act.Very modest information is available on this cat and it is rarely seen in the wild. 
Dampa Tiger Reserve along the international border with Bangladesh remained one 
of the least explored areas of north-east India. Two male Asiatic golden cats were 
photo-captured using passive camera trap units during November and December 
2015. The photographs confirm the presence of Asiatic Golden cat in the reserve and 
therefore, a detailed study on the population status and ecology of the Asiatic golden 
cat is recommended for its long-term conservation.

The Asiatic Golden cat also known as Tem�
mincks cat is a medium�sized wild elusive 
and the largest among the small group of 
oriental felines with the exception of clou�
ded leopard (Bashir et al. 2011). The Asiatic 
Golden cat is listed as Near Threatened in 
the IUCN Red List (McCarthy et al. 2016) and 
is also an Appendix I species as listed �y 
CITES. It is a Scheduled 1 species according 
to the Indian Wildlife Protection Act (1972). 
Asiatic golden cats are known to occur in 
forested ha�itats, including dry deciduous 
forest, evergreen forest and tropical rainfo�
rest, as well as in more open ha�itats such 
as shru�s and grasslands distri�uted throug�
hout South Asia, from Nepal and parts of 
China to peninsular Malaysia and Sumatra 
(Choudhury 2007). Recent records within 
Asia and South Asia include photo�captures 
in Thailand (Grassman et al. 2005), Bhutan 
(Wang 2007, Vernes et al. 2015, Dhendup 
2016), Nepal (Ghimirey & Pal 2009), Cam�o�

dia (Gray et al. 2014), Myanmar (Zaw et al. 
2014), Nakai Nam Theun National park, Lao 
PDR (Coudrat et al. 2014), Vietnam (Willcox 
et al. 2014), Sumatra, Indonesia (Pusparini et 
al. 2014) and Huai Kha Khaeng National Park 
Thailand (Simcharoen et al. 2014). In India, 
they have �een photographed in Namdapha 
National Park, Arunachal Pradesh (Datta et 
al. 2008, Lyngdoh et al. 2011), Kanchenjun�
ga Biosphere Reserve, Sikkim (Bashir et al. 
2011), and Manas National Park in Assam 
(Choudhury 2007). There is very little infor�
mation pu�lished on this cat and it is rarely 
seen in the wild (Jutzeler et al. 2010). So, few 
data clearly indicate a paucity of information 
on �asic ecology of the specie in India.
Dampa Tiger Reserve, the �iggest protected 
area in Mizoram is situated in the western 
part of Mizoram along the international �or�
der with Bangladesh. It was notified in 1985 
and declared a Tiger Reserve in 1994. It co�
vers an area of approximately 550 km2 and 

falls within 23°35'48.11' N Longitudes and 
92°23'40.70' E Longitudes (Renthlei et al. 
2011). It has remained one of the least ex�
plored areas of north�east India and till date, 
very few studies have �een taken up to re�
cord its faunal richness.
As a part of our study on Malayan sun 
�ear, camera traps were placed in a grid of 
3×3 km at different location in Dampa Ti�
ger Reserve. Two Asiatic Golden cats were 
photo captured using passive camera trap 
units at two different sites. The first cat was 
photo�captured on 11 of Novem�er, 2015 at 
5:55 h (23.410656° N / 92.222189° E) while 
moving near the Indian Reserve Police camp 
and the second was photo�captured on the 18 
of Decem�er, 2015 at 22:26 h (23.384920° N 
/ 92.221962° E) on the New Chikha road of 
Dampa Tiger Reserve at an altitude of 653 
m and 617 m, respectively (Fig. 1). Both in�
dividuals were males and photo�captured 
while they were moving. The vegetation in 
the ha�itat of their occurrence was tropical 
semi�evergreen with mix trees such as Ficus 
actissima, Pyrus pashia, Ficus racemosa, Te-
trameles nudiflora and Mesua ferrea. Hence, 
the photographs confirmed the presence of 
Asiatic Golden cat in the reserve. We recom�
mend undertaking a detailed study on the 
population status and ecology of the Asiatic 
Golden catin Dampa Tiger Reserve for the 
long�term conservation of the species.
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Fig. 1. Photo captures of Asiatic Golden cat in Dampa Tiger Reserve.
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Rusty-spotted cat predating 
on bats
A rusty-spotted cat Prionailurus rubiginosus was sighted and photographed carrying 
a bat in its mouth in Jambughoda Wildlife Sanctuary, Gujarat, India. Bats have never 
been reported as a prey of rusty-spotted cat. Our observation calls for a profound 
study on food preferences of rusty-spotted cat.

Rusty�spotted cat is amongst the smallest 
species of wild cat that has a wide distri�
�ution in India, Sri Lanka and Nepal, �ut its 
�ehaviour and food preferences are rarely re�
ported primarily due to its secretive nocturnal 
life. Presence of rusty�spotted cat has �een 
reported from several locations in Gujarat 
(Digveerendrasinhji 1963, 1987; Anonymous 
1990, Pathak 1990, Chavan et al. 1991, Patel 
& Jackson 2005, Patel 2006, 2010; Vyas et 
al. 2007). Naturalists, wildlife photographers 
and research groups continue to provide in�
puts a�out sightings of rusty�spotted cat in 
new areas and varied ha�itats and hence, it is 
speculated that this enigmatic species has a 

much �roader distri�ution than the pu�lished 
reports (Mukherjee & Koparde 2014). 
The o�servations and photographs show�
cased herein were noted during one of the 
�at ha�itat surveys in Jam�ughoda Wildlife 
Sanctuary JWLS (22°20’�20°33’ N /73°35’�
73°45’ E) located in the Panchmahals and 
Vadodara districts of Gujarat (130.38 km²; 
altitude 230�354 m) consisting of dry decidu�
ous forest interspersed with tri�al villages 
and agro�pastoral landscapes (Pandya & 
Oza 1998, Devkar et. al. 2013). The undu�
lating hilly landscape has a�andoned man�
ganese mines that houses colonies of micro�
chiropteran �ats (Devkar et al. 2011, 2013). 

Although there was indirect evidence (scat 
and pugmarks) of the presence of rusty�spot�
ted cat in some of the mines, direct sighting 
or photographic evidence was not availa�le. 
Our team was successful in photographing 
rusty�spotted cat in one of the manganese 
mines during a study of evening emergence 
of Greater mouse tailed �ats Rhinopoma 
microphyllum on 2nd Octo�er 2013 (Fig. 1). A 
fawn�grey coat with a rufous tinge and small 
rusty��rown spots were clearly evident on 
its �ody. Also, the solid stripes on head and 
two dark streaks on each cheek were also 
seen that helped us in its identification as 
a rusty�spotted cat (Menon 2014). The cat 
was seen making efforts of catching flying 
�ats without much success. Soon, the cat 
got distur�ed due to our presence and dis�
appeared. During su�sequent field visits, 
rusty�spotted cat was occasionally sighted 
in near�y areas. While returning from one of 
the survey on 23th Novem�er 2015, a rusty�
spotted cat was seen carrying a prey in its 
mouth. The cat soon disappeared in fading 
light �ut allowed us to take a photograph. A 
careful scrutiny of the photograph revealed 
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