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Morphology and Structure

The Marbled Cat (Pardofelis marmorata Martin, 1836) is one of the rare 
and illusive among the small cat groups. Genetically, the Marbled Cat is 
member of the Bay Cat lineage and is thought to have evolved almost 
5.41 million years ago. The Marbled Cat, looks like a miniature form of 
a clouded leopard with a cloud-like spot pattern on the body. The black-
edged blotches on the sides of its body are less distinct and black spots 
on the limbs are more numerous. Marbled cat possesses shorter, rounder 
skull and a long bushy tail equal to the length of its own body.Total length 
of the body of this species is 48cm. and length of tail is 47cm. The color 
of this species is from tawny brownish grey to richer ochreous brown. The 
patterns of so called marbled spots are presents on the crown, neck, back 
of larger or small blotches in the limbs, underside and tail. The marbled 
blotches of the flanks are variable in size.

zf/Ll/s agfj6

;fgf] la/fnf] ju{df kg]{ l5/la/] la/fnf] nHhfn' :jefjsf] x'G5 . 
cfg'j+lzs tj/n] a] Sof6sf] glhs /x]sf] of] la/fnf]sf] hftL sl/a 
%$ nfv jif{b]lv cl:tTjdf /x]sf] ljZjf; ul/G5 . WjfF;] lrt'jf 
h:t} o;df klg ;–;fgf lvof /ªsf lrGxx? /x]sf x'G5g\ . sfnf] 
lsgf/f ePsf oL lrGxx? k|i6 ?kdf gb]lvPtf klg cufl8 k5fl8 
k|;:t} /x]sf x'G5g\ . o;sf] ;fgf], uf]nf] 6fpsf] x'G5 / z/L/ 
hlQs} nfdf] e'jfbf/ k'R5/ x'G5 / oxL k'R5/sf] ;xof]un] o;n] 
cfkm'nfO{ ;Gt'ngdf /fv]sf] x'G5 . o;sf] z/L/sf] nDafO{ $* ;]=ld= 
tyf k'R5/sf] nDafO{ $& ;]=ld= dfkg ul/Psf] 5 . o;sf] z/L/ uf9f 
kx]+nf] v}/f] /ªsf] x'G5 . o;sf] 6fpsf], 3fF6L tyf tNnf] efudf 
wsf{ x'G5g\ tyf z/L/df ePsf lrGxx? ljleGg ;fOhsf x'G5g\ .



Distribution and Population

Marbled Cat is recorded only from Panchthar district of Nepal. Besides 
Panchthar, it is believed that Marbled Cat is found in the eastern Himalayan 
forests of Kanchenjunga Conservation Area and Makalu Barun National 
Park. One specimen was found at Nawalparasi district in the early 1980s but 
the source of this specimen is not clear. Globally, Marbled Cat is found in the 
Himalayan foothills of South East Asia from Nepal, India, China, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, Brunei, Cambodia and 
Vietnam. Nepal is probably the westernmost distribution point of Marbled 
Cat. The Global population of Marbled Cat is expected to be more than 
10,000 individuals but National Population is unknown. 

ef}uf]lns lj:tf/ / ;ª\Vof

xfn;Dd g]kfndf of] k|hftLsf] la/fnf] kfFry/ lhNnfdf dfq 
kfOPsf] 5 . g]kfndf kfFry/ jfx]s of] k|hftL cGo k"jL{ 
lxdfnL If]qx? h:t}, s~rghª\3f ;+/If0f If]q tyf dsfn' a?0f  
/fli6«o lgs'~hdf;d]t kfOg] ck]Iff ul/Psf] 5 . w]/} klxn] o;sf] 
5fnf gjnk/f;L lhNnfdf kfOPsf] eGg] pNn]v eP tfklg pQm 
5fnf sxfFaf6 NofOPsf] xf] eGg] k|i6 5}g . of] l5/la/] la/fnf]  
g]kfnnufot blIf0fk"jL{ Plzofsf b]zx? ef/t, a+unfb]z, e'6fg, 
Dofgdf/, rLg, leotgfd, sDaf]l8of, a'|gfO{, yfONof08, dn]lzof 
tyf OG8f]g]lzofdf kfOG5 . l5/la/] la/fnf]sf] s'n ;ª\Vof !),))) 
eGbf a];L ePsf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 t/ /fli6«o ;ª\Vof rfxL 
c1ft g} 5 . 



Habitat

Marbled Cat is primarily found in moist and mixed 
deciduous-evergreen tropical forest and prefers hilly 
forests. Marbled Cat is also found in secondary, logged 
forests and cattle grazed forest. In Nepal, the cat is 
found in upper temperate broad leaved forest with 
pasture at an elevation of 2750 m. above sea level.

jf;:yfg

l5/la/] la/fnf] blIf0f k"jL{ Pl;ofsf pi0f, pkf]i0f tyf lztf]i0f hª\unx?df kfOG5 . of] k|hftL 
k'/fgf] hª\un sfl6O{ gofF ag]sf hª\un, s6fg ul/Psf If]qx? tyf r/0f If]qdf;d]t kfOPsf  
5g\ . vf; u/L OG8f]g]lzof tyf dn]l;ofsf hª\unx? ljgf; eP tfklg logLx? To; :yfgdf 
cfkm'nfO{ cg's'ng u/fpg ;s]sf 5g\ . g]kfndf of] k|hftLsf] la/fnf] ;d'Gb|L ;txaf6 @&%) ld= 
dfly /x]sf] lztf]i0f If]qsf] rf}8fkft] hª\undf kfOPsf] 5 .



Feeding Behavior

Marbled Cat is believed to be a nocturnal that is active mostly during 
dusk and night. Very little is known about the feeding behavior of the 
Marbled Cat in the wild however it is believed that Marbled Cat prey 
on birds, rodents, squirrels and hanging animals like bats.

cfxf/ Jojxf/

l5/la/] la/fnf] df+;fxf/L hgfj/ xf] . o; la/fnf] k|hftLsf] af/]df kof{Kt 
cWoog ug{ g;lsPsf]n] k|fs[lts cj:yfdf s] s] vfG5 eg]/ eGg ;lsg] 
cj:yf 5}g tyfkL o;n] s]xL r/fx?, d';f, 5'r'Gb|f, nf]vs]{, rd]/fnufotsf 
;fgf hgfj/x? df/]/ vfG5 eGg] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 .



Reproduction and Life Cycle

Marbled Cat gets sexually matured at an average 
age of 21-24 months. It is believed that mating 
occurs during winter but it is not proved yet. After 
a gestation period of 81 ± 6 days, females give 
birth to litter of one to four. In captive, Marbled Cat 
survives up to 10 years and probably less than ten 
years in natural condition. 

k|hgg / hLjg rj|m

l5/la/] la/fnf] klxnf] k6s k|hggsf] nflu sl/a @! b]lv @$ dlxgf;Dddf tof/ 
x'G5 . logLx?sf] ;+;u{ ;fdfGotof hf8f] dlxgfdf -kf}if b]lv kmfNu'0f_ x'g] cg'dfg 
ul/G5 t/ of] af/]df xfdL ;Fu kof{Kt hfgsf/L pknJw 5}g . ue{ a;]sf] sl/a 
*! ± ^ lbg kl5 aRrf hlGdG5 . kf]yL la/fnf]n] Ps k6sdf ! b]lv $ j6f;Dd 
aRrf hGdfp5] . ;fdfGotof of] la/fnf] k|fs[lts cj:yfdf * jif{ tyf Jojl:yt 
lrl8ofvfgfx?df !) jif{;Dd afFRg ;S5 .



Social Behavior

Marbled Cat is a solitary animal except during breeding season and when a female is accompanied by 
her cubs. Marbled Cat is one of the most arboreal small cat species that spends most of the time in trees.  
Very little is known about the social behavior of this species because of limited ecological research. 

;fdflhs Jojxf/

l5/la/] la/fnf] cGo la/fnf] k|hftLx? h:t} PSn} a:g ?rfpg] hgfj/ xf] . efn] kf]yL ;+;u{ ug]{ cj:yfdf tyf kf]yL cfgf  
aRrfx?;Fu x'Fbf dfq of] PSn} a:b}g . of] ?vdf w]/} /dfpg] hgfj/ xf] / clwstd ;do ?vdf g} latfpg] u5{ . 
o; k|hftLsf] ;fdflhs jfgL Joxf]/fsf] af/]df kof{Kt cWoog ug{ g;lsPsfn] w]/} s'/fx? yfxf kfpg ;lsPsf] 5}g .  



Conservation Challenges/Threats

In Nepal, there are no any evidences of illegal trade of this species or conflict 
with human. Due to inadequate information, it is difficult to list the specific 
threats to Marbled Cat in Nepal. The general threats to this species are 
deforestation, mining, hydropower construction, heavy grazing around its 
distribution. In few villages of Aunanchal Pradesh (India), the Marbled Cat is 
killed by hunters during the celebration of Myoko festival by the indigenous 
community named Apatani in March/April every year. 

;+/If0f r'gf}lt

g]kfndf of] k|hftLsf] cj}w Jofkf/ ePsf] k|df0f xfn;Dd km]nf k/]sf] 5}g . ;fy} 
:yfgLo dflg;x?;Fu of] k|hftL;Fu s'g} k|sf/sf] åGb klg 5}g . o; k|hftLsf]] 
af/]df kof{Kt cWoog ug{ g;lsPsfn] o; k|hftL ;+/If0fsf r'gf}tLx?sf] af/]df 
klg w]/} s'/fx? Yffxf kfpg ;lsPsf] 5}g . ;fdfGotof o;sf] jf;:yfg If]qdf 
jgkmF8fgL, vfgL pTvgg, hnljB't cfof]hgfx?sf] ;~rfng, cToflws rl/r/0fg} 
o; k|hftLsf] ;+/If0fsf d'Vo r'gf}tLx? x'g . ef/tsf] c?0ff~rn k|b]zsf] s]xL 
ufpFx?df o; l5/la/] la/fnf]nfO{ ToxfFsf cfktfgL ;d'bfosf dflg;x?n] x/]s jif{ 
Dof]sf] rf8 dgfpg dfg]{ u/]sf] kfOG5 . 



Conservation and Legal Status

Marbled Cat is categorized as Near Threatened and Data deficient respectively on the Global and National IUCN Red List Assessment. This species is listed in 
Appendix I of Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) agreement. According to National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation Act, 1973 A.D. (2029 B.S.),  harming or killing or carrying trophies  of this  cat is a punishable crime with the penalty of NPR 20,000-50,000  
or imprisonment of 6-12 months  or both. According to the act to regulate and control international trade in endangered wild fauna and flora 2017 A.D.  
(2073 B.S.),  harming or carrying trophies  of this cat is punishable crime with the penalty of  NPR 5,00,000.00-10,00,000.00 or imprisonment of 5-15  
years  or both. 

;+/If0f / sfg'gL Joj:yf

l5/la/] la/fnf]nfO{ cfO=o'=l;=Pg=sf] cGt/f{li6«o / /fli6«o /ftf] ;"rLn] 
qmdzM Go"g ;+j]bglzn / 8f6f gePsf] eg]/ jlu{s/0f u/]sf] 5 . 
cGt/f{li6«o dxf;lGw ;fOl6;n] eg] o;nfO{ cg';'rL ! df /fv]sf] 5 . 
g]kfnsf] /fli6«o lgs'Gh tyf jGohGt' ;+/If0f P]g, @)@( df s;}n] 
l5/la/] la/fnf]nfO{ df/]df, 3fO{t] agfPdf, s'g} k|sf/n] xfgL k'¥ofPdf jf 
a]rljvg u/]sf] kfO{Pdf cleo'QmnfO{ aL; xhf/b]lv krf; xhf/ ?k}+of 
hl/jfgf, To;} u/L ^ dlxgfb]lv ! jif{;Dd s}b jf b'j} ;hfo x'g] 
k|fjwfg 5 . To;}u/L ;ª\s6fkGg jGohGt' tyf jg:kltsf] cGt/f{li6«o 
Jofkf/nfO{ lgodg tyf lgoGq0f ug{ ag]sf] P]g, @)&# df cg';'rL ! 
df pNn]lvt l5/la/] la/fnf]sf] v/Lb lalqm ug]{, cfkm';Fu /fVg], k|of]u 
ug]{, kfng kf]if0f ug]{, cf];f/ k;f/ ug]{, lgsf;L jf k}7f/L ug]{ jf 
u/fpg]nfO{ kfFrnfvb]lv bznfv ?k}+of;Dd hl/jfgf, kfFr jif{b]lv kGw| 
jif{;Dd s}b ;hfo jf b'j} x'g] k|fjwfg 5 .



Key Facts

d'Vo ljz]iftf

Common Name 

gfd 

Marbled Cat

l5/la/] la/fnf]

Scientific Name 

j}1flgs gfd

Pardofelis marmorata Martin, 1836

Global Status 

cj:yf -ljZj_

Near Threatened

Go"g ;+j]bglzn

National Status

cj:yf -/fli6«o_

Data Deficient  

8f6f gePsf

National Distribution

km}nfj6 -/fli6«o_

Panchthar district  

kfFry/ lhNnfdf 

Global Population

;ª\Vof -ljZj_

More than 10,000 individuals.

!),))) eGbf a9L

National Population

;ª\Vof -/fli6«o_

Unknown 

c1ft 

Global Distribution

km}nfj6 -ljZj_

Himalayan foothills of South East Asia from Nepal, India, China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, 

Thailand, Brunei, Cambodia and Vietnam

of] l5/lj/] la/fnf] g]kfn nufot blIf0fk"jL{ Plzofsf b]zx? ef/t, a+unfb]z, e'6fg, Dofgdf/, rLg, leotgfd, sDaf]l8of, a'|gfO{, yfO{Nof08, 

dn]lzof tyf O{G8f]g]lzofdf kfOG5 .

Threats

vt/f

No known threats in Nepal 

g]kfndf of] k|hftLsf] la/fnf]nfO{ /x]sf] k|ToIf vt/f tyf cj}w Jofkf/ ePsf] k|df0f xfn;Dd km]nf k/]sf] 5}g . 



Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation (SMCRF) is a non-profit making, non-governmental organization based at Kathmandu, Nepal. 
It is dedicated to the conservation and research of biodiversity in Nepal with particular reference to diversity and conservation of small mammals since 
2009. Apart from conservation and research in biodiversity, SMCRF is also involved in promoting livelihood on community through conservation, 
formulating conservation policy, developing multi-stakeholder partnership promoting leadership and promoting future generation of wildlife researcher 
and conservation biologist. The research on small mammals is rare and so the conservation initiative is on the opening stage. SMCRF joins for the goal 
of development of this sector.

Small Mammals Conservation and Research Foundation (SMCRF) 
Balkhu, Kathmandu 
Nepal

URL: www.smcrf.org

Email: info@smcrf.org

Phone No: 9803607763


